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                                                      NEWSLETTER 
                   

                                   DECEMBER 2025 

 
 

See club information and photos on our website at www.tuscolakiwanis.org  

and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/tuscolakiwanisclub 
 

2025 Events/Activities 
 

 Monday, December 1  Kiwanis Board Meeting – The Breakfast Place 

 Fri, December 5  Christmastown Parade – Leaving Ervin Park 6p 

 Fri/Sat, December 5-6  Jingle & Mingle Craft Fair – Community Building 

 

2026 Events/Activities 
 

 Monday, January 12  Kiwanis Board Meeting – the Breakfast Place 

 Thur/Fri, March 12-13  Fish Thaw/Fish Fry Dine In – Forty Martyrs  

 Saturday, March 28  Easter Egg Hunt – NW & TUMC  (rain date 4/4) 

 Saturday, April 25  Take Back Drugs – location TBD 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Program Assignments 
 

December 3  Pete Buckley 

December 10  Ian Rominger for Carol Burwash 

December 17  Club Christmas Party 

December 24  NO MEETING – Christmas Eve 

December 31  NO MEETING – New Year’s Eve 

January 7 
 Janet Butler – Location TBD (Flesor’s 

closed) 

January 14  Dan Craddock 

January 21  Jeannie Craddock 

January 28  Linda Damler 

February 4  Mike Damler 

http://www.tuscolakiwanis.org/
http://www.facebook.com/tuscolakiwanisclub
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February 11  Pat Damler 

February 18  Marsha Dawson 

February 25  Sue Gavin 

March 4  Linda Glenn 

March 11  Debbie Graber 

March 18  Kim Higgins 

March 25  Tim Hoel 

April 1  Candy Hudson 

April 8  Lyn Kohlbecker 

April 15  Judy Landeck 

April 22  Jean Leonard 

April 29  Jerry Leonard 

 

If your program date does not work for you, please arrange a swap and 

notify Janet Butler as soon as possible so the calendar can be updated. 
 

Don’t forget to give Janet Butler your Volunteer Hours 

at the end of the month! 
 

 

Santa Senior Moment 
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Meeting Minutes – November 5, 2025 
 

• Attendance 
 

   38  – Members 
 

     2  – Guests:  Lauren Hunt and our 

speaker, Devin Black  
 

• Birthdays – None 
 

• Brags – Carol Burwash, David Butler, 

Cathy Chaplin, Pat Damler, Kim 

Higgins, Sherrie Hoel, Tim Hoel, Dennis 

Opperman, and Susan Wisovaty 

 

• Free Lunch Winner – Toppy Mooday 

 

• News, Announcements, Activities and/or 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

New Member Induction – Lu Victor, 

sponsored by Julie Slaughter, was inducted 

into our club by president Kim Higgins and 

LTG Carol Burwash. 

 

Welcome, Lu! 

One Stop Community Christmas – 

December 13 – For those members who 

wish to donate to this event, an envelope 

will be sent around on 11/12 and 11/19.  For 

members who wish to volunteer for setup or 

at the event, go to 

https://www.onestopcommunitychristmas.co

m/volunteers.php  

Kiwanis Kids Days Results - Total gross 

sales were $4,053.79 minus $126.96 in 

expenses for net sales of $3,926.83 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Christmastown Parade – 12/5 

Jingle & Mingle Market – 12/5-6 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing – 12/13 

 

 

Program:   
 

Carol Beals introduced 

Devin Black, Tuscola Public 

Library Director.  He talked 

about how libraries’ 

offerings have changed over 

the years, primarily due to 

technology.  The library 

receives about $254,000 in annual revenue 

of which $207,000 is from property taxes, 

only $20,00 from the State of Illinois and 

the remainder from miscellaneous fees. 

 

Services provided by the library are: 

-Copies and Printing (fee) 

-Faxing and Laminating (fee) 

-Public Computers and Wi-Fi 

-Test Proctoring 

-Home Delivery for homebound patrons 

-Meeting room availability 

-Interest specific group meetings 

-Children/youth/adult programs 

-Summer reading programs 

-Host occasional community/holiday events 

 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 10am-7pm 

Friday: 10am -6pm 

Saturday: 10am-2pm 

Sunday:  Closed 

 

  

https://www.onestopcommunitychristmas.com/volunteers.php
https://www.onestopcommunitychristmas.com/volunteers.php
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Meeting Minutes – November 12, 2025 
 

• Attendance 
 

   37  – Members 
 

      1  – Guests: Linda Scribner, our speaker 
 

• Birthdays – 11/13 Glen Simpson, 11/18 

Suzanne Moody 
 

• Brags – Carol Burwash, Pat Damler, 

Kim Higgins, Tim Hoel, Jerry Leonard, 

Dennis Opperman, and Wayne Ward 
 

• Free Lunch Winner – Lori Nichols 

 

• News, Announcements, Activities and/or 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

New Member Induction – Diane Little, 

sponsored by Debbie Graber, was inducted 

into our club by president Kim Higgins and 

LTG Carol Burwash. 

 
Welcome, Diane! 

 

Board Meeting Updates –  

-The Board voted to extend our participation 

in Backpack Buddies for the rest of the 

school year. 

-Every year at the club’s Christmas party, 

members are given the opportunity to donate 

$10 for a local cause.  This year it will be 

SAM Pantry.  We’ll have an envelope at the 

lunch lady’s table on December 17. 

-The Club is offering to sponsor up to 2 Key 

Club members to attend the February 2026 

Key Club District Convention in 

Springfield, covering their registration and 

hotel costs. 

-The Board discussed a new fundraiser to be 

held in conjunction with the Easter Egg 

Hunt.  The Board decided to offer the 

opportunity to Builders Club for 

implementation, suggesting maybe selling 

hot chocolate. 

-March 2026 is our club’s 40th anniversary!    

A committee of members will be formed 

with chairperson Janet Butler.  More details 

to come later. 

-Christmastown Parade – The parade will be 

at night again this year.  We will have 

trailers for the Builders Club and K-Kids to 

ride.  We need candy!    If you’d like to 

donate candy, please bring it to a meeting 

before December 5 or call Julie Slaughter, 

our Parade Queen, and she can pick it up 

from you.   If any Kiwanians would like to 

decorate their golf cart and drive in the 

parade—the more the merrier! 

-Each month a Key Club member is 

awarded the Volunteer of the Month award 

for hours of service.   They receive a 

certificate, $25 cash gift, and get their 

picture in The Chronicle.  In the past, 

members have donated toward the gift to 

help support this.   We are currently in need 

of about $100 to fund this program through 

the end of the school year.   If you wish to 

donate, please see Candy Hudson, Janet, or 

me.  If writing a check, make out to 

“Tuscola Kiwanis Club Foundation.” 

-Our club is partnering with ERBA with 

donations of gently used winter coats for 

people in need.  We will collect coats at next 

week’s meeting and again on December 3 to 

deliver. 
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Upcoming Events: 

Christmastown Parade – 12/5 

Jingle & Mingle Market – 12/5-6 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing – 12/13 

 

Program:   
 

Maureen Bergeson 

introduced our speaker, 

Linda Scribner.  She is the 

leading and driving force 

to open PJ’s Place, a 

transitional recovery house 

for up to eight men.  The 

mission is to serve men in 

recovery of substance use disorders by 

offering short term housing in a peaceful, 

supportive environment to focus on 

recovery. 

 

The property was purchased for the 501c3 

organization in late May 2025.  Many 

renovations are taking place with the goal to 

open the recovery house in Spring 2026. 

 

Residents will be required to participate in 

all the duties of caring for the property, 

animals, garden, etc.  This will include 

cooking, cleaning, keeping their space tidy, 

mowing the lawn, tending the garden and 

orchards, and feeding/caring for the various 

animals—horses, cows, chickens.  They will 

also be required to obtain and maintain 

employment, and pay a housing fee. 

 

 

For more photos, information, or to donate, 

go to Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/p/PJs-Place-

100079331389806/  

 

PJ-s Place 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/p/PJs-Place-100079331389806/
https://www.facebook.com/p/PJs-Place-100079331389806/
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Meeting Minutes – November 19, 2025 
 

• Attendance 
 

   30  – Members 
 

      5  – Guests:  Decatur Early Birds (with 

cheese) Bill Meyer and Bob Ruehrup; 

soon-to-be members Greg Higgins, Jim 

Means, and Carl Nichols. 
 

• Birthdays – 11/25 Dale Boyer, 12/1 

Jeannie Craddock 
 

• Brags – Jeannie Craddock, Pat Damler, 

Tim Hoel, Jerry Leonard, and Lisa 

McCallister 
 

• Free Lunch Winner – Cathy Means 

 

• News, Announcements, Activities and/or 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

NO MEETING NOVEMBER 26TH – No 

meeting the day before Thanksgiving Day. 

 

K-Kids Update – Next Monday, they are 

presenting to the School Board to share what 

K-Kids is and what they have planned for 

this year.   Right before Thanksgiving break, 

they will provide and serve a variety of pies 

to teachers and staff as a thank you.  Some 

members have volunteered recess time to 

help make positive messages to post on a 

schoolwide bulletin board, and write notes 

on construction paper feathers to show what 

they’re thankful for. 

 

Key Club Update - In November they are 

holding a virtual food drive to benefit the 

Eastern Illinois Food Bank.   Check Kim’s 

email for donating online. and how you 

designate Key Club as the host.   Key 

Clubbers are also gathering personal 

hygiene items, reading materials and writing 

supplies for Veterans Gratitude Boxes in 

partnership with the Douglas County DAR.   

The boxes will go to veterans in nursing 

homes and hospitals in December.   Key 

Club rang the Salvation Army bell on 

November 15.  In December, members will 

help in the Santa Shop at North Ward, a 

Sensory Friendly Santa Event, and Toys for 

Tots. 

 

Pat Damler Honored by Peoples Bank -  

Lisa McCallister presented Pat Damler with 

a SAM Pantry donation from Peoples Bank 

in honor of Pat being selected as the bank’s 

Volunteer of the Quarter. 

 
Lisa & Pat at SAM Pantry 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Christmastown Parade – 12/5 

Jingle & Mingle Market – 12/5-6 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing – 12/13 

 

Program:   
 

Elaine Bryant shared photos 

and memories from her 2025 

Alaska trip.  Cathy Chaplin, 

Patty Russell, and about 40 

other people toured with her. 
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2025/2026 I-I Governor Visit/KNRF Event - November 5, 2025 

Division 25 & 26 

 

 
Lt. Governor Carol Burwash & I-I Governor Mary Zeronas 

 
Dennis Opperman & Wayne Ward receiving their Elble KNRF Awards 

More photos on club website 
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TUSCOLA KIWANIS CLUB & 

KIWANIS CLUB OF TUSCOLA ILLINOIS FOUNDATION 

2025 NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at The Breakfast Place on Monday, November 10, 2025 at 

12:00 p.m. by President Kim Higgins with the following officers, club directors and guests 

present as noted by an “X”:   
Carol Burwash – Pres Elect X Candy Hudson – Treas X Guests:  

David Butler – Webmaster X Lyn Kohlbecker (2028) AB   

Janet Butler – Secretary X Carol Martin (2026) X   

Dan Craddock – (2027) X Jeff Martin (2026) X   

Jeannie Craddock – Past Pres X Lori Nichols (2028) X   

Sue Gavin (2027) X Julie Slaughter – Vice Pres X   

Kim Higgins – President X     
 

The following items of business were conducted: 
 

1. Consent Agenda –  

-Minutes of October 6, 2025 Board Meeting 

-Secretary’s Monthly Report –Volunteer hours reported were 857 service hours and 

102 fundraising hours for a total of 959 hours .  The six top volunteers were Jeannie 

Craddock, Tim Hoel, Elaine Bryant, Judy Landeck, Kim Higgins, and Doris Young. 

-Treasurer’s Monthly Reports –For balances ending November10, 2025, the club 

was $4,389.80 and for the foundation $18,673.83. 
 

Carol Burwash made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Carol 

Martin seconded the motion, and it was approved.  Copies of the reports are included 

in Board Meeting Documents under “Board Reports” in the “Members Area” of the 

club website. 
 

2. Disbursements/Reimbursements –  
 

Approved disbursements: 

Club Administrative Account Club Foundation Account 

$50.00  To Jeannie Craddock for 

club Christmas party expenses. 

$100.00  Tuscola Salvation Army 

(budgeted)  Will be put in the kettle at 

Kirby on 12/13. 

$200.00  Douglas County Museum 

(budgeted) for Santa Stop 

$500.00 (budgeted) + $500 member 

donated bucket + envelope donations from 

11/12 & 11/19 to SE Illinois Community 

Foundation for One Stop Community 

Christmas for sock/underwear expenses. 
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Dave Butler made a motion to approve the above disbursements.  Dan Craddock  

seconded the motion, and it was approved. 
 

3. New Donation Requests – None 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Kiwanis Kids Days Results – Total gross sales were $4,053.79 minus $126.96 for net 

sales of $3,926.83 

 

2. Fundraising – Tabled to January board meeting to take action on one or more of the 

fundraising ideas previously discussed. 

 

3. Rotary/Kiwanis Food Drive for SAM Pantry – Eighty-three volunteers, adult and youth, 

collected $2,070 in cash and 647 pounds ($1,941 equivalent) of food for a grand total of 

$4,011.  Volunteers included 15 Kiwanians and 9 Key Clubbers. 

 

4.  Trunk or Treat at Boo Bash – The club’s volunteers served over 800 children.  Leftover 

candy will be used with the K-Kids and Builders Club during the Christmastown Parade. 

 

5. Governor’s Visit/KNRF Event – Sixteen Tuscola Kiwanians attended the event in 

Champaign 

 

6. Christmastown Jingle & Mingle Market – The $100 fee has been paid.  Online signup is 

open and hardcopy signup will begin 11/12. 

 

7. Christmastown Parade – Friday, December 5 – Julie reported that the form has been 

submitted and things are ready to go.  Line up is at 5:30PM at Ervin Park.  Members with 

golf carts are encouraged to decorate and join the parade with the Kiwanis trucks/trailers. 

 

8. Backpack Buddies – After discussion, Carol Burwash made a motion to extend the club’s 

participation for the rest of the current school year.  Carol Martin seconded the motion 

and it was approved.  Backpack Buddies is the program involving delivery of food to 

student families every two weeks.  Kim will communicate with the contact person, and  

get the schedule for January-May.  Then we’ll have sign-up available. 

 

9. Salvation Army Bellringing – Janet reported all slots are filled.  It was agreed that Kim 

would contact Robyn Stone, letting her know that up to two Builders Club members are 

welcome for bellringing per shift.  Kim will remind Robyn to follow up immediately with 

the parent to confirm the commitment.  Kim will remind Kiwanians to make their kettle 

donations at Kirby Foods on Saturday, December 13 as we informally compete with 

Tuscola Rotary. 
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10. Banner Patches – Janet reported that she will be taking the memorial banner and any 

other banners that have patches that need sewn on to the new vendor during the time that 

the club does not meet in mid/late December. 

 

11. 2026 Event Dates Confirmed – The Fish Thaw/Fry confirmed for March 12 & 13 at Forty 

Martyrs Hall.  The Egg Hunt confirmed for Saturday, March 28 (rain 4/4) at North Ward 

school grounds and Tuscola United Methodist Church for prize distribution. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Club Christmas Party Donation Recipient – As the club has done in past years, attendees 

of the club Christmas party will be asked to make a voluntary $10 donation.  After 

discussion, Sue Gavin made a motion that SAM Pantry receive the donations.  Jeannie 

Craddock seconded the motion and it was approved. 

 

2.  2025/2026 Distinguished Club Criteria – Janet Butler provided the Board will a copy of 

the tracking worksheet  The club has already earned 45 of the 100 points needed for I-I 

District and KI distinguished level.  Janet asked Carol Burwash to confirm with Gov. 

Mary Zeronas regarding how many of the objectives must be met for “Top Tier Team” 

recognition.  Janet will keep the Board updated as the Kiwanis year progresses. 

 

3. Meeting Location – It is likely that Flesor’s will be closed 1/7/26 or 1/14/26.  Tabled to  

the Board’s December meeting to consider an alternative location, if needed. 

 

4. Key Club Officers – Kim will follow up with Darcey and Jessie to pick a date that works 

for the Key Club officers to attend one of our Kiwanis meetings.  Date and headcount 

must be confirmed, so that Candy can prepare a club foundation check for the cost of 

lunch. 

 

5. 2026 I-I District Key Club Convention - The Board agreed to offer sponsoring up to 2 

Key Club members to attend the February 2026 Key Club District Convention in 

Springfield, covering their registration and hotel costs.  Kim will contact Darcey and 

Jessie regarding this offer.  Sophomores and/or Juniors are encouraged to attend. 

 

6. Proposed Egg Hunt Fundraiser - -Glen Simpson suggested the club sell donuts at the egg 

hunt.  After discussion, the Board decided to offer the opportunity to Builders Club for 

implementation, suggesting maybe selling hot chocolate.  This will be suggested to 

Robyn Stone and Masha Dawson. 

 

7. Club 40th Anniversary - March 2026 is our club’s 40th anniversary!    A committee of 

members will be formed with chairperson Janet Butler and Board committee members 

Jeannie and Julie.  More details to come later. 

 



Page 11 of 12 

 

8. Club Meeting Greeters – The Board agreed to have a Board member greet everyone by 

table before our Wednesday meetings begin.  Jeannie will prepare a signup sheet and 

email it to Board members. 

 

9. Key Club Volunteer of the Month Program - Each month a Key Club member is awarded 

the Student of the Month award for hours of service.   They receive a certificate, $25 cash 

gift, and get their picture in The Chronicle.  In the past, members have donated toward 

the gift to help support this.   The club is currently in need of about $100 to fund this 

program through the end of the school year.  Kim will include this topic in Wednesday’s 

agenda. 

 

10. Flesor’s Staff Holiday Tip – The Board agreed an envelope would sent around on 12/3 

and 12/10 for voluntary donations to thank the Flesor’s staff who cook and serve us for 

all they do for us each week.  A card with the donations will be given to Devon at the 

club Christmas party to distribute to her staff as appropriate. 

 

11. Gently Used Coat Donations – The Board agreed to partner with ERBA by providing 

donations gently used winter coats for people in need.  Coats will be collected at the 

11/19 and December 3 meetings, and then delivered to ERBA.  Kim will include this in 

Wednesday’s agenda. 

 

Adjournment – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:05PM. 

 

Next Board Meeting –  

The next Board meeting will be Monday, December 1 at noon at The Breakfast Place. 

 

NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR DECEMBER MEETING – 1 WEEK EARLIER 

BOARD MEMBERS UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS 

 

Submitted by:  Janet Butler – Secretary 
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Please provide any pictures, updates and corrections for newsletter or website to: 

dbutler@tuscolakiwanis.org  or  jbutler@tuscolakiwanis.org 

mailto:dbutler@tuscolakiwanis.org
mailto:jbutler@tuscolakiwanis.org

